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Influenza Vaccine Distribution in Maine 10-17-05 
 
We have received a number of phone calls recently with concerns about a possible 
influenza vaccine shortage.  Because two of the three manufacturers of injectable 
influenza vaccine only recently received full licensure, there is a delay in distribution of 
vaccine across the country.  However, we are assured by the manufacturers and by the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) that they fully expect an adequate 
vaccine supply this year, though most of the vaccine is not expected to be distributed 
until November and into December.  Because of this delay, we, and the CDC continue to 
recommend that only those in the high-priority groups seek and receive vaccine until 
October 24th. 
  
Public Health's Maine Immunization Program has received about 79,000 doses of 
influenza vaccine, and expect to have this fully distributed by October 21st.  We expect 
to receive and distribute an additional 60,000 doses over the coming three weeks.   
 
A number of public clinics are also being held currently across the State in pharmacies 
and supermarkets. <www.findaflushot.com> has a schedule of those clinics.  
 
For more information and for influenza-related materials, contact 
<www.mainepublichealth.gov>.  
 
For more information on state-provided influenza vaccine, call 1-800-867-4775. 
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